Socratic Seminar Sentence Starters

Class Goal: To build off of one another’s comments and work towards
constructing a seamless dialogue where one idea flows into the next.

1) Can you clarify what you meant by...

2) Another interpretation of the passage could be...

3) When we break down this passage, we see that...

4) Your claim that [state claim] reminds me of...

5) Building off your point...

6) Your idea relates to...

7) This passage suggests that...

8) This serves to segue into...

9) Your question raises another one which is...

10) If | can add to your point...

11) Going back to your point earlier about...

12) Your comment leads me to think about/question/wonder if...
13) What textual examples support your idea?

14) An example from the text that may support/challenge your point...
15) | hear you saying...

16) In our conversation so far, we have discussed...

17) Let’s turn our attention now to...

18) | am interested in hearing [name someone] perspective on...
19) Expand on that idea further...

20) Let’s go back to the text and examine...

21) A possible counterargument could be...

22) | am unsatisfied with our analysis of...because...

23) Your comment points to the greater theme of...

24) What is still unclear is...

25) Perhaps we can approach the question/idea/passage this way...
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